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Education 

2012-2017 Ph.D. in Economics 
University of Vigo 

2011-2012 M.Sc. in Economics 
University of Vigo 

2006-2011 B.Sc. in Business Administration 
University of Vigo 

 
 

Publications 

2026 “Post-growth meets polycentric governance: Toward an interdisciplinary 

research program”, Ecological Economics, 242: 108891 (with Daniel Petrovics and Thomas 

Bauwens) [IF 2025: 6.7] 

2024 “The responsibility of the EU in climate change mitigation: assessing the fairness of its recent 

targets”, Mitigation and Adaptation Strategies for Global Change, 29: 93 (with Suárez-

Eiroa and María Loureiro) [IF 2023: 2.5] 

2023 

 

“Institutional-cultural coherence and economic development: The case of the Spanish regions”, 

Journal of Comparative Economics, 51(1): 41-89 (with Gustavo Torrens) [IF 2021: 2.4]. 

2022 

 

“A framework to allocate responsibilities of the global environmental concerns: A case 

study in Spain involving regions, municipalities, productive sectors, industrial parks, and 

companies”, Ecological Economics, 192: 107258 (with Suárez-Eiroa et al.) [IF 2021: 6.5]. 

2021 

 

“The European Union landing obligation: The compliance problems derived from its 

multilevel approach”, Marine Policy, 132: 104666 (with Ana C. Lemos-Nobre) [IF 2021: 

4.3]. 

“Capital social, instituciones y economía en España”, Papeles de Economía Española, 168: 

171-187. 

http://www.uvigo.es/
http://webs.uvigo.es/x06/en/welcome
mailto:davidsoto@uvigo.gal
http://davidsoto.webs.uvigo.es/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S092180092500374X?via%3Dihub
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11027-024-10180-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11027-024-10180-y
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0147596722000592
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921800921003177
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921800921003177
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921800921003177
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921800921003177
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X21002773
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X21002773
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X21002773
https://www.funcas.es/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/PEE-168_12.pdf
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2020 

 

“A economía circular: unha mirada para Galicia”, CERNA, 82: 9-12 (with Suárez-Eiroa et 

al.). 

“Unreported landings across the EU Exclusive Economic Zones: The role of regional 

governance and social capital”, Marine Policy, 111:103723 (with Ana C. Lemos-Nobre) [IF 

2021: 4.3]. 

2019 “Operational principles of Circular Economy for Sustainable Development: Linking theory 

and practice”, Journal of Cleaner Production, 214: 952-961 (with Suárez-Eiroa et al.) [IF 

2021: 11.1]. 

2017 

 

“On the cultural legacy of political institutions: Evidence from the Spanish regions”, 

Hacienda Pública Española/Review of Public Economics, 221(2): 47-82 [IF 2021: 0.5]. 

“Oil spills, governance, and institutional performance: The 1992 regime of liability and 

compensation for oil pollution damage”, Journal of Cleaner Production, 166: 299-311 (with 

Gonzalo Caballero) [IF 2021: 11.1]. 

“Environmental crime and judicial rectification of the Prestige oil spill: The polluter pays”, 

Marine Policy, 84 (October): 213-219 (with Gonzalo Caballero) [IF 2021: 4.3]. 

2016 

 

“Why are transaction costs so relevant in political governance? A new institutional survey”, 

Revista de Economia Política/Brazilian Journal of Political Economy, 36(2): 330-352 

(with Gonzalo Caballero). 

2015 

 

“The diversity and rapprochement of theories of institutional change: Original 

institutionalism and new institutional economics,” Journal of Economic Issues, 49(4): 947-

977 (with Gonzalo Caballero) [IF 2021: 0.9]. 

 “The historical origins of regional economic inequality in Spain: The cultural legacy of 

political institutions,” in N. Schofield and G. Caballero (eds.), The Political Economy of 

Governance: Institutions, Political Performance and Elections. Heidelberg: Springer. 

2014 

 

“El componente estructural del capital social,” Revista Administración & Cidadanía, 9(1): 

123-136. 

2013 

 

“La nueva sociología económica y el nuevo institucionalismo en economía: enfoques 

contemporáneos,” in X.C. Arias and G. Caballero (eds.), Nuevo institucionalismo: 

gobernanza, economía y políticas públicas. Madrid: Centro de Investigaciones Sociológicas 

(with Gonzalo Caballero). 

 

 

Research projects 

2022-25 [As a PI] ARCA: Towards an Appropriate Climate Responsibility 

2023-25 [As a Researcher] ExPliCit: Exploring Plausible Circular Futures 

2021-26 [As a Researcher] PROSPERA: Prospering without Growth 

http://www.adega.gal/revistacerna/artigo.php?id=1156&idioma=gl&sec=150
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X19303434
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X19303434
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652618340009
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652618340009
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652618340009
http://www.ief.es/documentos/recursos/publicaciones/revistas/hac_pub/221_Art3.pdf
http://www.ief.es/documentos/recursos/publicaciones/revistas/hac_pub/221_Art3.pdf
http://www.ief.es/documentos/recursos/publicaciones/revistas/hac_pub/221_Art3.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652617317365
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652617317365
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652617317365
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X17300878
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X17300878
http://www.rep.org.br/PDF/143-5.PDF
http://www.rep.org.br/PDF/143-5.PDF
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00213624.2015.1105021
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00213624.2015.1105021
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00213624.2015.1105021
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-319-15551-7_5
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-319-15551-7_5
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-319-15551-7_5
https://egap.xunta.gal/revistas/AC/article/view/4048
http://www.cis.es/cis/opencm/ES/3_publicaciones/colecciones/ver.jsp?id=9788474766295
http://www.cis.es/cis/opencm/ES/3_publicaciones/colecciones/ver.jsp?id=9788474766295
https://postgrowth-lab.webs.uvigo.es/arca
https://postgrowth-lab.webs.uvigo.es/explicit
https://postgrowth-lab.webs.uvigo.es/prospera
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2021-24 [As a Researcher] JUST2CE: A Just Transition to Circular Economy 

 
 

Conferences 

2024 15th Conference of the European Society for Ecological Economics (ESEE), University of Vigo 

(Pontevedra, Spain). Title: “Polycentric climate action and the role of appropriate 

responsibility imaginaries”. 

2023 Rotterdam School of Management (Rotterdam, The Netherlands). Title: “A polycentric 

approach for a postgrowth social order”. 

9th International Degrowth Conference (Zagreb, Croatia). Title: “A polycentric approach for 

a postgrowth social order”. 

2021 Presentación del número 168 de Papeles de Economía Española at Fundación de las Cajas 

de Ahorros (FUNCAS) (Madrid, Spain). Title: “Capital Social, Instituciones y Economía en 

España”. 

2020 Indiana University Ostrom Workshop: Colloquium Series, (Bloomington, United States). 

Title: “Heterogeneous Effects of Liberal Institutions on Economic Development: The Role of 

Cultural Coherence with Formal Institutions”. 

2017 V International Conference on Political Economy and Institutions (ICOPEAI), (Baiona, 

Spain). Title: “Searching for a Coherent Culture for Open Access Social Orders: The Role of 

Participative and Cooperative Traits.” 

2016 

 

XXIII Encuentros de Economía Pública at University of Vigo (Ourense, Spain). Title: 

“Inclusive Institutions, Proximity and the Political Culture of Participation: An Empirical 

Investigation.” 

2015 
 

19th Annual Conference of the International Society of New Institutional Economics at Harvard 

University (Cambridge, USA). Title: “On the Institutional Origins of Regional Political 

Cultures across Spain.” 

2014 The Ronald Coase Institute’s Workshop on Institutional Analysis 2014 (Manila, Philippines). 

Title: “On the Institutional Origins of Regional Political Cultures across Spain.”  

 XIV Jornadas de Economía Crítica at University of Valladolid (Valladolid, Spain). Title: “Los 

orígenes históricos de la desigualdad económica regional en España: El legado cultural de 

las instituciones formales.” 

 III International Conference on Political Economy and Institutions (ICOPEAI), (Baiona, 

Spain). Title: “Historical Institutions in the Origins of Regional Economic Inequality in 

Spain.” 

 
 
 

https://postgrowth-lab.webs.uvigo.es/just2ce
https://esee-degrowth2024.uvigo.gal/en/
https://collective-action.info/event/seica-open-seminar-talk-david-soto-onate-2/
https://collective-action.info/event/seica-open-seminar-talk-david-soto-onate-2/
https://odrast.hr/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tr_sfF-wccU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tr_sfF-wccU
https://ostromworkshop.indiana.edu/pdf/announcements/2020fall_colloq/09-28-soto-onate.pdf
https://ostromworkshop.indiana.edu/pdf/announcements/2020fall_colloq/09-28-soto-onate.pdf
https://ostromworkshop.indiana.edu/pdf/announcements/2020fall_colloq/09-28-soto-onate.pdf
http://economiapublica.webs.uvigo.es/
https://www.sioe.org/conference/2015
https://www.coase.org/
http://www.economiacritica.org/
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Teaching 

2026 Public Economics (1st year, BSc in Public Management), University of Vigo. 

Public Sector Economics (2nd year, BSc in Public Management), University of Vigo. 

Evaluation of public policies (3rd year, BSc in Public Management), University of Vigo. 

2024 World and Spanish Economy (1st year, BSc in Business Administration), University of Vigo.  

2023 World and Spanish Economy (1st year, BSc in Business Administration), University of Vigo. 

2022 

 

World and Spanish Economy (1st year, BSc in Business Administration), University of Vigo. 

Principles of Economics (1st year, BSc in Law), University of Vigo. 

2021 
 

World and Spanish Economy (1st year, BSc in Business Administration), University of Vigo. 

2015 
 

Tourism Economics (2nd year, BSc in Tourism), University of Vigo. 

World and Spanish Economy (1st year, Joint BSc in Law and Business Administration), 

University of Vigo. 

 

 

Academic Visits 

2023 Visiting researcher at Erasmus University Rotterdam 

 
Visiting researcher at University of Sheffield 

2018-20 Visiting researcher at Ostrom Workshop, Indiana University 

2016 Visiting researcher at Center for Study of Public Choice, George Mason University 

 
 

Awards and Grants 

Postdoctoral Grant 2018-2024 (Xunta de Galicia) 

Fulbright Post-Doctoral Fellowship 2018-2020 (U.S. Department of State)  

Extraordinary Award for a PhD Thesis in Economics 2017 (University of Vigo) 

PhD Grant 2012-2015 (Xunta de Galicia) 
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Peer Review 

Journal of Institutional Economics 

Socio-Economic Review  

Organization & Environment 

Routledge  

Springer 

Revista de Historia Industrial 

 

Sustainability: Science, Practice and Policy 

Sustainability 

Fish and Fisheries  

Forest Systems 

Circular Economy and Sustainability 

Environmental Science and Pollution Research

Research interests 

Ecological Economics  

Institutional Economics  

Polycentric Governance 

Political Economy  

Economic History 

Post-growth 

Community Economy 

Social Capital  

Climate Policy  

Circular Economy 

 
 
 
 

Last updated: July 3, 2026 


